
HIGLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
INSTRUCTIONAL ALIGNMENT 

 

8th Grade Math Third Quarter 

Unit 3: Equations  
Topic C:  Equations in Two Variables and Their Graphs (Continued) 

This topic focuses on extending the understanding of ratios and proportions that was explored in Grades 6 and 7. Unit rates were explored in Grade 6 as the comparison of two 
different quantities with the second unit a unit of one, (unit rate). In Grade 7 unit rates were expanded to complex fractions and percents through solving multi-step problems such 
as: discounts, interest, taxes, tips, and percent of increase or decrease. Proportional relationships were applied in scale drawings, and students should have developed an informal 
understanding that the steepness of the graph is the slope or unit rate.   
 
It is in Topic C that students begin to investigate the shape of a graph of a linear equation.  Students predict that the graph of a linear equation is a line and select points on and off 
the line to verify their claim.  Also in this topic is the standard form of a linear equation, 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 + 𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏 = 𝑐𝑐, and when 𝑎𝑎, 𝑏𝑏 ≠ 0, a non-vertical line is produced.  Further, when 𝑎𝑎 or 𝑏𝑏 = 0, 
then a vertical or horizontal line is produced.  
 
Students first encounter slope by interpreting the unit rate of a graph (8.EE.B.5).  Unit rates are addressed formally in graphical representations, algebraic equations, and geometry 
through similar triangles. By using coordinate grids and various sets of three similar triangles, students prove that the slopes of the corresponding sides are equal, thus making the 
unit rate of change equal. After proving with multiple sets of triangles, students generalize the slope to y = mx for a line through the origin and y = mx + b for a line through the 
vertical axis at b (8.EE.B.6).   Students use the slope-intercept form of the line to write equations given certain characteristics of the line.  The equation of a line provides a natural 
transition into the idea of a function explored in the next two units. 

Big Idea: 
• Unit rates can be explained in graphical representation, algebraic equations, and in geometry through similar triangles. 
• Linear relationships are used to solve real world problems. 
• Changes in varying quantities are often related by patterns which can be used to predict outcomes and solve problems. 

Essential 
Questions: 

• Why is one variable dependent upon the other in relationships? 
• What makes a solution strategy both efficient and effective? 
• How can linear relationships be modeled and used in real-life situations? 
• Why are the graphs of linear equations lines? 

Vocabulary unit rate, proportional relationships, slope, vertical, horizontal, similar triangles, y-intercept, rate of change, linear equation, standard form, slope-intercept 
form 

G
rade 

Dom
ain 

Standard 

AZ College and Career Readiness Standards Explanations & Examples Resources 

8 EE 5 B. Understand the connections between 
proportional relationships, lines, and linear 

Explanation: 
Students build on their work with unit rates from 6th grade and 
proportional relationships in 7th grade to compare graphs, tables and 

Eureka Math: 
Module 4 Lessons 10-14 
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equations 

Graph proportional relationships, interpreting the unit 
rate as the slope of the graph. Compare two different 
proportional relationships represented in different 
ways. For example, compare a distance-time graph to a 
distance-time equation to determine which of two 
moving objects has greater speed. 

8.MP.1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them. 
8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 
8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8.MP.8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning. 

equations of proportional relationships.  Students identify the unit rate 
(or slope) in graphs, tables and equations to compare two proportional 
relationships represented in different ways. 
 
Given an equation of a proportional relationship, students draw a 
graph of the relationship.  Students recognize that the unit rate is the 
coefficient of x and that this value is also the slope of the line. 
 
Using graphs of experiences that are familiar to student’s increases 
accessibility and supports understanding and interpretation of 
proportional relationship. Students are expected to both sketch and 
interpret graphs. 
 
 
Examples: 
 

• Compare the scenarios to determine which represents a 
greater speed.  Explain your choice including a written 
description of each scenario.  Be sure to include the unit rates 
in your explanation. 

 

 
 

Solution:  Scenario 1 has the greater speed since the unit rate 
is 60 miles per hour.  The graph shows this rate since 60 is the 
distance traveled in one hour.  Scenario 2 has a unit rate of 55 

Big Ideas: 
Sections: 4.1, 4.3 
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miles per hour shown as the coefficient in the equation. 
 

• Emily paints at a constant rate.  She can paint 32 square feet 
in five minutes.  What area, A, can she paint in t minutes? 

o Write the linear equation in two variables that 
represents the number of square feet Emily can paint 
in any given time interval. 

o Create a table of data that corresponds to the 
equation. 

o Graph the data on a coordinate plane. 
o What is the slope of the line? 

 
Solution: 

32 𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓
5 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑚𝑚

=
𝐴𝐴 𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓

𝑓𝑓 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑚𝑚
 

 
32𝑓𝑓 = 5𝐴𝐴 

 

𝐴𝐴 =
32
5
𝑓𝑓 
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The slope of the line equals the unit rate which is 32/5. 
 

8 EE 6 B. Understand the connections between 
proportional relationships, lines, and linear 
equations. 

Use similar triangles to explain why the slope m is the 
same between any two distinct points on a non-vertical 
line in the coordinate plane; derive the equation y = mx 
for a line through the origin and the equation y = mx + b 
for a line intercepting the vertical axis at b. 

8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

Explanation: 
Triangles are similar when there is a constant rate of proportionality 
between them.  Using a graph, students construct triangles between 
two points on a line and compare the sides to understand that the 
slope (ratio of rise to run) is the same between any two points on a 
line.  This is illustrated below. 

                             
 

Eureka Math: 
Module 4 Lessons 20-23 
 
Big Ideas: 
Sections:  4.6,4.7 
 
Note:  Topic A was 
started at the end of 1st 
semester.  This semester 
begins by finishing 
8.EE.B.6 with having 
students write equations 
in slope-intercept form 
and standard form given 
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8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8.MP.8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning. 

The triangle between A and B has a vertical height of 2 and a horizontal 
length of 3. The triangle between B and C has a vertical height of 4 and 
a horizontal length of 6. The simplified ratio of the vertical height to 
the horizontal length of both triangles is 2 to 3, which also represents a 
slope of 2/3 for the line, indicating that the triangles are similar. 
 
Given an equation in slope-intercept form, students graph the line 
represented.  Students write equations in the form y = mx for lines 
going through the origin, recognizing that m represents the slope of 
the line.  Students also write equations in the form y = mx + b for 
lines not passing through the origin, recognizing that m represents 
the slope and b represents the y-intercept. 
 
The following is a link to a video that derives y = mx + b using similar 
triangles:  https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1473-derive-ymxb-using-
similar-triangles  
 
Examples: 
 

• Write an equation to represent the graph below.  Use the 
properties of equality to change the equation from slope-
intercept form to standard form. 

                               
 

                    
Add 3/2 x to both sides of the equation. 

characteristics of the line 
which prepares them for 
standard 8.F.B.4. 
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3
2
𝑎𝑎 + 𝑏𝑏 = 0 

 
Multiply both sides of the equation by 2. 
 

3𝑎𝑎 + 2𝑏𝑏 = 0 
 

• Write an equation to represent the graph below. 

                     

                        
• A line goes through the point (8,3) and has slope m=4.  Write 

an equation that represents the line. 
 
Solution: 
3 = 4(8) + b 
3 = 32 + b 
B = -29 
 
The equation of the line is y = 4x – 29. 

 
• Triangle ABC is made up of line segments formed from the 

intersection of lines LAB, LBC, and LAC.  Write the equations that 
represent the lines that make up the triangle. 
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Solution: 
A = (-3,-3), B = (3,2), C = (5, -2) 
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8th Grade Math Third Quarter 

Unit 3: Equations  
Topic D:  Systems of Linear Equations 

Simultaneous equations and their solutions are the focus of Topic D.  Students begin by comparing the constant speed of two individuals to determine which has 
greater speed.  Students graph simultaneous linear equations to find the point of intersection and then verify that the point of intersection is in fact a solution to 
each equation in the system (8.EE.C.8a).  To motivate the need to solve systems algebraically, students graph systems of linear equations whose solutions do not 
have integer coordinates.  Students use an estimation of the solution from the graph to verify their algebraic solution is correct.  Students learn to solve systems of 
linear equations by substitution and elimination (8.EE.C.8b).  Students understand that a system can have a unique solution, no solution, or infinitely many 
solutions, as they did with linear equations in one variable.  Finally, students apply their knowledge of systems to solve problems in real-world contexts (8.EE.C.8c).  

Big Idea: 
• The solution to a system of two linear equations in two variables is an ordered pair that satisfies both equations. 
• Linear equations are used simultaneously to solve real-world contexts. 

Essential 
Questions: 

• What makes a solution strategy both efficient and effective? 
• How is it determined if multiple solutions to an equation are valid? 
• How does the context of the problem affect the reasonableness of a solution? 
• Why can two equations be added together to get another true equation? 
• How can you determine if simultaneous equations have one unique solution, infinitely many solutions or no solutions? 

Vocabulary Simultaneous equations, system of linear equations, substitution, intersect, parallel lines, coefficient, substitution, elimination 

G
rade 

Dom
ain 

Standard 

AZ College and Career Readiness Standards Explanations & Examples Resources 

8 EE 8 C. Analyze and solve linear equations and 
pairs of simultaneous linear equations 
Analyze and solve pairs of simultaneous linear 
equations. 

a. Understand that solutions to a system of two 
linear equations in two variables correspond to 
points of intersection of their graphs, because 
points of intersection satisfy both equations 
simultaneously. 

Explanation: 
Students graph a system of two linear equations, recognizing that the 
ordered pair for the point of intersection is the x-value that will 
generate the given y-value for both equations.  Students recognize that 
graphed lines with one point of intersection (different slopes) will have 
one solution, parallel lines (same slope, different y-intercepts) have no 
solutions, and lines that are the same (same slope, same y-intercept) 
will have infinitely many solutions. 
 
By making connections between algebraic and graphical solutions and 

Eureka Math: 
Module 4 Lessons 24-30 
 
Big Ideas: 
Sections:  5.1-5.4, 
Extension 5.4 
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b. Solve systems of two linear equations in two 
variables algebraically, and estimate solutions 
by graphing the equations. Solve simple cases 
by inspection. For example, 3x + 2y = 5 and 3x 
+ 2y = 6 have no solution because 3x + 2y 
cannot simultaneously be 5 and 6. 

c. Solve real-world and mathematical problems 
leading to two linear equations in two 
variables. For example, given coordinates for 
two pairs of points, determine whether the line 
through the first pair of points intersects the 
line through the second pair. 

8.MP.1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them. 
8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 
8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8.MP.8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning. 

the context of the system of linear equations, students are able to 
make sense of their solutions. Students need opportunities to work 
with equations and context that include whole number and/or 
decimals/fractions. Students define variables and create a system of 
linear equations in two variables 
 
Given two equations in slope-intercept form (Example 1) or one 
equation in standard form and one equation in slope-intercept form, 
students use substitution to solve the system. 
 
Students’ perseverance in solving real-world problems with systems of 
equations requires that they work with various solution methods and 
learn to discern when each method is most appropriate (MP.1). 
Writing and solving systems require that students make use of 
structure (MP.7) and attend to precision (MP.6) as students apply 
properties of operations to transform equations into simpler forms.  
 
Examples: 
 

• Plant A and Plant B are on different watering schedules. This 
affects their rate of growth. Compare the growth of the two 
plants to determine when their heights will be the same. 

 
Solution: 
Let W = number of weeks 
Let H = height of the plant after W weeks 

 

 
• Based on the coordinates from the table, graph lines to 

represent each plant. 
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Solution: 

                                 
 

• Write an equation that represents the growth rate of Plant A 
and Plant B. 

 
Solution:           Plant A   H = 2W + 4 

                            Plant B   H = 4W + 2 
 

• At which week will the plants have the same height? 
Solution: 

    
 

After one week, the height of Plant A and Plant B are both 6 
inches. 

                                   
 

• Victor is half as old as Maria.  The sum of their ages is 54.  How 
old is Victor? 
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If Maria is 36, then substitute 36 into v + m = 54 to find 
Victor’s age of 18. 

 
 

For many real world contexts, equations may be written in 
standard form.  Students may generate ordered pairs 
recognizing that the values of the ordered pairs would be 
solutions for the equation.  For example, in the equation 
above, students could make a list of the possible ages of 
Victor and Maria that would add to 54.  The graph of these 
ordered pairs would be a line with all the possible ages for 
Victor and Maria. 

 

                              
• Solve the following linear system by graphing on a coordinate 

plane. 

                                   
Solution: 
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The solution of the system is (4,-1) 
 

• Write a system of equations that has no solution. 
 
Solution:  answers will vary 

 
• Does the system of linear equations shown below have a 

solution?  Explain. 

                                  
Solution: 
No, this system does not have a solution.  The slope of both 
equations is -4.  Since the slopes are the same but the lines 
are distinct (different y-intercepts), these equations will graph 
as parallel lines.  Parallel lines never intersect, which means 
this system has no solution. 
 

• Solve the following system algebraically. 
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Solution:  Methods of solving the system will vary.  The 

solution is  �−41
6

, −55
6
�. 
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8th Grade Math Third Quarter 

Unit 4: Linear Functions (10 weeks) 
Topic A:  Functions 

In Topic A of Unit 4, students learn the concept of a function and why functions are necessary for describing geometric concepts and occurrences in everyday life.  The module 
begins by explaining the important role functions play in making predictions. Once we explain the concept of a function, we then provide a formal definition of function.  A function 
is defined as an assignment to each input, exactly one output (8.F.A.1).  Students learn that the assignment of some functions can be described by a mathematical rule or formula.  
With the concept and definition firmly in place, students begin to work with functions in real-world contexts. Next, students consider functions of discrete and continuous rates and 
understand the difference between the two.   
 
Students apply their knowledge of linear equations and their graphs from Unit 3 (8.EE.B.5, 8.EE.B.6) to graphs of linear functions.  Students know that the definition of a graph of a 
function is the set of ordered pairs consisting of an input and the corresponding output (8.F.A.1).  Students relate a function to an input-output machine:  a number or piece of data 
goes into the machine, known as the input, and a number or piece of data comes out of the machine, known as the output.  In Unit 4, students inspect the rate of change of linear 
functions and conclude that the rate of change is the slope of the graph of a line.  They learn to interpret the equation 𝑏𝑏 = 𝑚𝑚𝑎𝑎 + 𝑏𝑏 (8.EE.B.6) as defining a linear function whose 
graph is a line (8.F.A.3).  Students will also gain some experience with non-linear functions, specifically by compiling and graphing a set of ordered pairs, and then by identifying the 
graph as something other than a straight line. 
 
Once students understand the graph of a function, they begin comparing two functions represented in different ways (8.EE.B.8), similar to comparing proportional relationships in 
Unit 3.  For example, students are presented with the graph of a function and a table of values that represent a function, and are then asked to determine which function has the 
greater rate of change (8.F.A.2).  Students are also presented with functions in the form of an algebraic equation or written description.  In each case, students examine the average 
rate of change and know that the one with the greater rate of change must overtake the other at some point.   

Big Idea: 

• Linear functions may be used to represent and generalize real situations. 
• Relationships can be described and generalizations made for mathematical situations that repeat in a predictable way. These generalizations can then 

be represented in a variety of forms including tables, graphs, equations, and in words. 
• Relations can be used to assign members of one set to members of another set.  A function, a specific type of relation, assigns each member of one 

set to a unique number of another set.  
• Linear functions are graphically represented by a non-vertical line and have a constant rate of change. 

Essential 
Questions: 

• What defines a function and how can it be represented? 
• What makes a function linear? 
• How can linear relationships be modeled and used in real-life situations? 

Vocabulary function, graph of a function, domain, range, linear function, nonlinear function, vertical line test, constant rate of change, increasing, 
decreasing, discrete, continuous 
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G
rade 

Dom
ain 

Standard 

AZ College and Career Readiness Standards Explanations & Examples Resources 

8 F 1 A. Define, evaluate, and compare functions 

Understand that a function is a rule that assigns to each 
input exactly one output. The graph of a function is the 
set of ordered pairs consisting of an input and the 
corresponding output. (Function notation is not 
required in Grade 8.) 

8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 

Explanation: 
Students understand rules that take x as input and gives y as output is 
a function. Functions occur when there is exactly one y-value 
associated with any x-value. Using y to represent the output we can 
represent this function with the equations y = x2 + 5x + 4. Students are 
not expected to use the function notation f(x) at this level. 
 
Students identify functions from equations, graphs, and tables/ordered 
pairs. 
 
Graphs 
Students recognize graphs such as the one below is a function using 
the vertical line test, showing that each x-value has only one y-value; 

                                         
whereas, graphs such as the following are not functions since there are 
2 y-values for multiple x-value. 

                                         
 
Note: Students should be ableto explain why the vertical line 

Eureka Math: 
Module 5 Lessons 1-8 
 
Big Ideas: 
Sections:  6.1-6.4 
 

6/3/2015     Page 16 of 29 
 



tests works.  An acceptable justification for why a graph 
represents an linear function would NOT be “because is passes 
the vertical line test”. 
 
Tables or Ordered Pairs 
Students read tables or look at a set of ordered pairs to determine 
functions and identify equations where there is only one output (y-
value) for each input (x-value). 
 

 
 
Equations 
Students recognize equations such as y = x or y = x2 + 3x + 4 as 
functions; whereas, equations such as x2 + y2 = 25 are not functions. 
 
The rule that takes x as input and gives x2+5x+4 as output is a function. 
Using y to stand for the output we can represent this function with the 
equation y = x2+5x+4, and the graph of the equation is the graph of the 
function. Students are not yet expected use function notation such as 
f(x) = x2+5x+4. 
 
Examples: 

• Betty’s Bakery makes cookies in different sizes measured by 
the diameter of the cookie in inches.  Curious about the 
quality of their cookies, Betty and her assistant randomly 
chose cookies of different sizes and counted the number of 
chocolate chips in each cookie.  The graph below shows the 
size of each cookie and the number of chocolate chips it 
contains. 
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o Complete a table to represent the data.   
o Does the situation represent a function?  Justify your 

answer. 
 
 

 
 

Solution:  Students should fill out a table.  The situation does 
not represent a function because each input does not map to 
only one output. 

 
• Kevin is across town at Marley’s Drug Store.  The mapping 

below relates the number of pennies he puts into the machine 
and how many gumballs he gets out.  Make a table and graph 
of the data.  Is this relation a function? 

                        
Solution: 
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This relation is not a function because when two pennies are 
put into the gumball machine 2 outputs occur (3 gumballs and 
4 gumballs) 

8 F 2 A. Define, evaluate, and compare functions 

Compare properties of two functions each represented 
in a different way (algebraically, graphically, 
numerically in tables, or by verbal descriptions). For 
example, given a linear function represented by a table 
of values and a linear function represented by an 
algebraic expression, determine which function has the 
greater rate of change. 

8.MP.1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them. 
8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 
8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8.MP.8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning. 

Explanation: 
Students compare two functions from different representations. 
 
Note:  Functions expressed as an equation could be in standard form.  
However, the intent is not to change from standard form to slope-
intercept form but to use the standard form to generate ordered pairs.  
Substituting a zero (0) for x and y will generate two ordered pairs.  
From these ordered pairs, the slope could be determined. 
 
For example, 

 
 
Using (0, 2) and (3, 0) students could find the slope and make 
comparisons with another function. 
 
Examples: 

• Compare the following functions to determine which has the 
greater rate of change. 

 

                        

Eureka Math: 
Module 5 Lessons 1-8 
 
Big Ideas: 
Sections:  6.1-6.4 
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Solution:   
The rate of change for function 1 is 2; the rate of change for 
function 2 is 3.  Function 2 has the greater rate of change. 

 
• Compare the two linear functions listed below and determine 

which has a negative slope. 
 

Function 1:  Gift Card 
Samantha starts with $20 on a gift card for the bookstore. She 
spends $3.50 per week to buy a magazine. Let y be the 
amount remaining as a function of the number of weeks, x. 

 

                                        
 

Function 2:  Calculator rental 
The school bookstore rents graphing calculators for $5 per 
month. It also collects a non-refundable fee of $10.00 for the 
school year. Write the rule for the total cost (c) of renting a 
calculator as a function of the number of months (m).   

 
• Solution:   

The rule for Function 2 is c = 10 + 5m 
 
Function 1 is an example of a function whose graph has a 
negative slope.  Both functions have a positive starting 
amount; however, in function 1, the amount decreases 3.50 
each week, while in function 2, the amount increases 5.00 
each month. 

 
•  
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8 F 3 A. Define, evaluate, and compare functions 

Interpret the equation y = mx + b as defining a linear 
function, whose graph is a straight line; give examples 
of functions that are not linear. For example, the 
function A = s2 giving the area of a square as a function 
of its side length is not linear because its graph contains 
the points (1,1), (2,4) and (3,9), which are not on a 
straight line. 

8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 
8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 

Explanation: 
Students understand that linear functions have a constant rate of 
change between any two points.  Students use equations, graphs and 
tables to categorize functions as linear or non-linear. 
 
Examples: 
 

• Determine if the functions listed below are linear or non-
linear.  Explain your reasoning. 

                                

Eureka Math: 
Module 5 Lessons 1-8 
 
Big Ideas: 
Sections:  6.1-6.4 
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Solution: 
1.   Non-linear; there is not a constant rate of change 
2.   Linear; there is a constant rate of change 
3.   Non-linear; there is not a constant rate of change 
4.   Non-linear; there is not a constant rate of change 
5.   Non-linear; the graph curves indicating the rate of change 
is not constant. 
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8th Grade Math Third Quarter 

Unit 4: Linear Functions  
Topic B:  Modeling Linear Relationships 

In Grades 6 and 7, students worked with data involving a single variable.  In Unit 4, students are introduced to bivariate data.  Students return to linear functions in the 
context of statistics and probability as bivariate data provides support in the use of linear functions.  In this unit, students will investigate bivariate categorical and numerical data. 
The work with categorical data connects with students’ prior work with proportional relationships and rational numbers; the work with numerical data builds on students’ learning 
from earlier units around linear functions and modeling. This unit is important in setting a foundation for students’ work in algebra in Grade 9.  

In Grade 7, students studied numerical measures of center and spread and terms such as cluster, peak, gap, symmetry, skew, and outlier. Earlier grades view statistical reasoning as 
a four-step process, which included formulating the question, designing a plan to collect data, analyzing the data, and interpreting the results. Then students moved into producing 
data including the need of an efficient plan for collecting data and understanding what qualifies as a reasonable answer. Students also learned probability and mean absolute 
deviation. The Grade 8 discussions of slope and y-intercept will directly impact the study of the line of best fit.   

In this unit, students use their understanding of functions to model the possible relationships of bivariate data.  Topic B begins to examine the relationship between two variables 
using linear functions (8.F.B.4).  Linear functions are connected to a context, using the initial value and slope as a rate of change to interpret the context.  Students represent linear 
functions by using tables and graphs and by specifying rate of change and initial value.  Slope is also interpreted as an indication of whether the function is increasing or decreasing 
and as an indication of the steepness of the graph of the linear function (8.F.B.5).  Nonlinear functions are explored by examining nonlinear graphs and verbal descriptions of 
nonlinear behavior.  

Big Idea: 
• Written descriptions, tables, graphs, and equations are useful in representing and investigating relationships between varying quantities. 
• Linear functions may be used to represent and generalize real situations. 
• Slope and y-intercept are keys to solving real problems involving linear relationship models of data. 

Essential 
Questions: 

• What conclusions can be drawn from data displayed on a graph? 
• What do the rate of change and initial value of a linear function tell you about the real-world situation? 
• How can a graph be used to describe the functional relationship between two quantities? 

Vocabulary linear function, qualitative, slope-intercept form, slope, y-intercept, rate of change, independent variable, dependent variable, increasing, 
decreasing 
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8 F 4 B. Use functions to model relationships 
between quantities 

Explanation: 
The foundation for this standard occurred in Unit 4 (8.EE.B.6) when 
students wrote equations of lines given the graph and/or 

Eureka Math: 
Module 6 Lessons 1-3 
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Construct a function to model a linear relationship 
between two quantities. Determine the rate of change 
and initial value of the function from a description of a 
relationship or from two (x, y) values, including reading 
these from a table or from a graph. Interpret the rate of 
change and initial value of a linear function in terms of 
the situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 

8.MP.1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them. 
8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 
8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8.MP.8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning. 

characteristics of the linear equation.  In this unit, students construct a 
function to model a linear relationship between two quantities.   
 
Students identify the rate of change (slope) and initial value (y-
intercept) from tables, graphs, equations or verbal descriptions to 
write a function (linear equation).   Students understand that the 
equation represents the relationship between the x-value and the y-
value; what math operations are performed with the x-value to give 
the y-value. Slopes could be undefined slopes or zero slopes. 
 
Tables: 
Students recognize that in a table the y-intercept is the y-value when x 
is equal to 0.  The slope can be determined by finding the ratio y/x 
between the change in two y-values and the change between the two 
corresponding x-values. 
 

• Example  
Write an equation that models the linear relationship in the 
table below. 

                                          
 

Solution:   
The y-intercept in the table below would be (0, 2).  The 
distance between 8 and -1 is 9 in a negative direction (-9); the 
distance between -2 and 1 is 3 in a positive direction.  The 
slope is the ratio of rise to run or  ∆y/∆x or −9/3 = -3.  The 
equation would be y = -3x + 2 

 
Graphs: 
Using graphs, students identify the y-intercept as the point where the 
line crosses the y-axis and the slope as the rise/run. 
 

• Example: 
Write an equation that models the linear relationship in the 

Big Ideas: 
Sections:  4.6,4.7, 6.3 
 
Note:  The foundation for 
this standard was 
presented in Unit 3 
(8.EE.B.6) at the 
beginning of third quarter 
in relation to linear 
equations.  (Module 4 
Lesson 20-23) 
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graph below. 

                                      
 

 
Equations: 
In a linear equation the coefficient of x is the slope and the constant is 
the y-intercept.  Students need to be given the equations in formats 
other than y = mx + b, such as y = ax + b (format from graphing 
calculator), y = b + mx (often the format from contextual situations), 
etc. 
 
Point and Slope: 
Students write equations to model lines that pass through a given 
point with the given slope.  
 

• Example: 
A line has a zero slope and passes through the point (-5, 4).  
What is the equation of the line? 
 
Solution:  y = 4 

 
• Example: 

Write an equation for the line that has a slope of ½ and passes 
though the point (-2, 5) 
 
Solution:  y = ½ x + 6 
Students could multiply the slope ½ by the x-coordinate -2 to 
get -1.  Six (6) would need to be added to get to 5, which gives 
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the linear equation. 
 
Students also write equations given two ordered pairs. Note that 
point-slope form is not an expectation at this level. Students use the 
slope and y-intercepts to write a linear function in the form y = mx +b. 
 
Contextual Situations: 
In contextual situations, the y-intercept is generally the starting value 
or the value in the situation when the independent variable is 0.  The 
slope is the rate of change that occurs in the problem.  Rates of change 
can often occur over years.  In these situations it is helpful for the years 
to be “converted” to 0, 1, 2, etc.  For example, the years of 1960, 1970, 
and 1980 could be represented as 0 (for 1960), 10 (for 1970) and 20 
(for 1980). 
 

• Example: 
The company charges $45 a day for the car as well as charging 
a one-time $25 fee for the car’s navigation system (GPS).  
Write an expression for the cost in dollars, c, as a function of 
the number of days, d, the car was rented. 

 
Solution:  C = 45d + 25 
Students might write the equation c = 45d + 25 using the 
verbal description or by first making a table.  
 

Days (d) Cost (c) in dollars 
1 70 
2 115 
3 160 
4 205 

 
 
Students interpret the rate of change and the y-intercept in the context 
of the problem.  In Example 3, the rate of change is 45 (the cost of 
renting the car) and that initial cost (the first day charge) also includes 
paying for the navigation system.  Classroom discussion about one-
time fees vs. recurrent fees will help students model contextual 
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situations. 
 

• Example: 
When scuba divers come back to the surface of the water, 
they need to be careful not to ascend too quickly. Divers 
should not come to the surface more quickly than a rate of 
0.75 ft per second. If the divers start at a depth of 100 feet, 
the equation d = 0.75t – 100 shows the relationship between 
the time of the ascent in seconds (t) and the distance from the 
surface in feet (d). 

o Will they be at the surface in 5 minutes? How long 
will it take the divers to surface from their dive? 

o Make a table of values showing several times and the 
corresponding distance of the divers from the 
surface. Explain what your table shows. How do the 
values in the table relate to your equation? 

 
8 F 5 B. Use functions to model relationships 

between quantities 
Describe qualitatively the functional relationship 
between two quantities by analyzing a graph (e.g., 
where the function is increasing or decreasing, linear or 
nonlinear). Sketch a graph that exhibits the qualitative 
features of a function that has been described verbally. 

8.MP.2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
8.MP.3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 
8.MP.4. Model with mathematics. 
8.MP.5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
8.MP.6. Attend to precision. 
8.MP.7. Look for and make use of structure. 
 

Explanation: 
Given a verbal description of a situation, students sketch a graph to 
model that situation.  Given a graph of a situation, students provide a 
verbal description of the situation. 
 
Examples: 

• The graph below shows John’s trip to school.  He walks to his 
friend Sam’s house and, together, they ride a bus to school.  
The bus stops once before arriving at school.  Describe how 
each part A – E of the graph relates to the story. 

Eureka Math: 
Module 6 Lessons 4-5 
 
Big Ideas: 
Sections:  6.5 
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Solution: 
A John is walking to Sam’s house at a constant rate. 
B John gets to Sam’s house and is waiting for the bus. 
C John and Sam are riding the bus to school.  The bus is 
moving at a constant rate, faster than John’s walking rate. 
D The bus stops. 
E  The bus resumes at the same rate as in part C. 

 
• Describe the graph of the function between x = 2 and x = 5? 

      
 

• The relationship between Jameson’s account balance and 
time is modeled by the graph below. 

o Write a story that models the situation represented 
by the graph. 

o When is the function represented by the graph 
increasing?  How does this relate to your story? 

o When is the function represented by the graph 
decreasing?  How does this relate to your story? 
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Solution: 
Answers will vary.  However, the graph increases between 6 
and 9 days and the graph decreases between 9 and 14 days. 
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